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captive by Soviet forces for
17 days after their RB-66B|:
reconnaissance  plane  was
shot down over East Ger-|
many, were released yester-
aay. )

As the two men weref
handed over to United States
authorities. offlelal Soviet]-
ant East German statements
sald investigation of the
plane’s wreckage — presum=
ably meaning its photo-|-
graphic equipment and film
—"cstablished  ,beyond &
doubt” that its mission was
spying.,

U. £. Air Force says it lost
radio contact, perhaps be-
cause of Communist jamming”

"|they were throughout the en- |
SJtire flight.” The U. S, the’

Ipressed .regret over the in--
‘|cident and promised to avoid

-Jot State Dean Rusk repeated |
:the U. S..stand that the.

“fdeals or conditions surround-
“fug the fliers’ release.

~ Kail of Soviet

—were said to have admitted.
under inturrogation that they
were in steady contact with
U. 8. bases and “knew where

statements said, had ex--

further “transgressions.”
GRIM-FACED
In Washington, Secrctaly

T

RB-66B had st;ra_yed over
JEast Germany by mistake, ]
Mr. Rusk said he knew of no.

The +4wo airmen, Capl .
David I. Holland, 35, of Hol- .
land, Mich.,, pllot of the
kiowned plane, and Cap{, Mel-
vin J. Xessler, 30, of Phila- -
cwelvhia, mnavigator, crossed
o West Germany ina U. 8.
Ary sedan ab vhe Helmstedt |
froniicr checkpolnt. They ™
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ONLY ONE AMERICAN now remains m an
Lust German prison. He is Frederic Loba, 36, .
- of Altadena, Celif., sentenced to 24 years lust
October for Lelping refugces flee to freedom.
The three American fliers are free—und so is -
a Jackson Heights opera singer who was in
Red jail for 20 months. Her return was an- -
other strange chapter in the shadowy story of
Iron Curtain hostages. Secretary of Stute Ruslk
said yesterday that the straying off course of -
the fliers’ plane was “mysterious.” So was the
simultaneous release of the forgotten singer.

(N FUE CITY AND STAT—

East Berlin prison, opera singer Gabrielle Hammersteir

(she lived In West Berlin) when she drove into the Fastd

cably as she was arrested. The overall puzzle: Why ig
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“Spy” mystery. Only 36 hours after release'from any-
was sifting at home in Jackson Heights in fine fettle ded
spite 19 months incarcération on charges of heing a spy

Detalls were vague, but she was arrested January, 1969 -

ern (Communist) Zone. She.was released as inexplid

N jthan 26 hours after her re
JJease, buxom Gabrielle Ham

Jine sood spirits that seemed

} countered.

+ | liet that most people arrested
‘|as sples have actually been
J1spying. Was she a spy?

] she said with a decp chucile]-

;‘—,-they were pretty rotten—
? mostly liquid, and there werd

| some days when we had thg
1| same soup all three meals.’

| those cheerful tones was of

| tal imprisonment and it wag

Jprisoners still in Communisy
: hands who were “fighting
‘| for our way of life.”

| . Her whole story, and i

SINGER, TOO'

By Maurice C. Carroll

Of The lerald Tribune Staf

1
East Berlin as & “spy” for th
West, Tried in secret. 4
caplive 27 months, Freed a
mysyeriously as she was ar
rested.

At home yesterday in Jack
“m fHeights, Queens, les

mmersteln, 39, told about he}
chilling experience in boom
somehow as strange as hcl
mysterious reticences.

“I was a lousy prisoner,

| “They told me I was thq
worst’ thing they ever en

“I refused to work—to aid
the Communist system.
“I refused to eat potatoe

even though our diet waf

CHEERFUIL, O

few sample notes from -“Di
Valkyrie” that shoved the
needle on a sound man’
gauge out of sigat.

But the story she told in

strange and sometimes bru-

Jaced 'wi’th arcas of “no corni-
ment” to protect, she said

Semecone ventured the be-
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! She talked for reportcr

1and TV cameras with grea
"lgood cheer. An opera sof-
'] prano, she even roared out 4




